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R_emarkft 

Applicants have amended Claims 1 and 2. Applicants respectfully submit no new 
matter has been added by the present amendment. 

Claim Objection 

Claims 1 and 2 stand objected to because of informalities. Applicants have 
amended Claims 1 and 2 as suggested In the Office Action and accordingly request 
withdrawal of this ground of objection. 



>Ction under 3 5 U.S.C. § 1Q»f a > 

Claims 1-4 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as being anticipated Saitoetal. 
(EP 1 153972). Applicants respectfully traverse this ground of rejection. 

Applicants submit to anticipate a claim, the cited references must teach each and 
every element of the claimed invention, either explicitly or inherently. Applicants 

submit the present invention is directed to branched and ft ., r M ^ based 

on conjugated dienes or on conjugated dienes and vinylaromatic compounds and on 
polyfunctions, organic compounds having attest* „^.. p «, whjcn are captWa Qf 
couphng. Further the present invention provides that the amount of polymer with at 
least 4-fold branching is greater than the amount of polymer with 3~fold branching 
Further, according to the present invention, in order to obtain branched and coupled 
polymers with excellent processing properties and physical and dynamic properties 
as clarmed A a high degree of branching is claimed. 

Applicants submit . Saj toet aK does not teach each and every element of the claimed 
-nvention. Saitoetal . discloses diene rubbery polymers which are modified by a 
per/functional compound having at least 2 epoxide groups in an amount exceeding 
60% based on the polymer. See Paragraph 17. 
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^'ZaT' Ski " aa - art 

weignt wnrcn cannot be measuwri D ran „L 

th rM k measured. Branch.ng means the connecting of at least 

A*no,aC I In .ha Exampias of the presan, mventfon, when a. teas. 60% of ft. coup,ad 

.hant VmerS ' h 4 ^ m ° re tha " ♦**' ta «**W * neater 

axcaHan. phye , cal prop9rtles suoh ^ forexamp|e ^ ^ 

*~ **** — "0. diaCose poVmars wi,h ,ha Caimad branching, ,.a , 
dagraa of branching graa, 6 , man 2 for a, teas, 60% of ma coupiad pofymars L ma 

bZh ing yS9reaterthanmeamOUMby " 9l «ofpo ly maraw l m3-,o W 

Furthar, Appiicanfc sub m,, mat Ra.aran.ial Exampia 2 of SaBoaUL doas no. rasuK 
• •» <**~ *" B , as ,n .ha prasan^n". ^ l6 a " 

~ l o na , C on,poun ac an ( aa..o branching, branohing on,y happan than 
ZZL ^ r '! U r ymer ° hainS reaC ' ^ ~° «* "» t~ona, 

ZarohTn^ 

Cl.tr. T ' Sra, ' 0,Sh,9h,hSreiSasur P" JS °'*o«ab a ,uno S ona l com P und 
*Z 1 ,e "" 6,ra,UnC " 0na " nalecu '— «^thraaorfourpo ly lr 

cha,ns, ,a.. ,ha amoun, o, brancn,ng ia ,ow. A ,ow ra„o ,a,raf U no.,ona, com£!n7 
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reactwith o n ,„ . ^ ,ha, aiaSl."'th6 tetrafunctional molecules 

Therefore, Applicants submit Saito et al fails tn t« a „h ^ 

Respectfully submitted, 
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